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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is an office action based on a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 
filed on July 28, 2009. 

2. Claims 34, 37 and 40 have been amended . 

3. Claims 1-33, 35-36, 38-39 and 41-42 have been cancelled . 

4. Claims 43-44 are newly added for consideration. 

5. Claims 34, 37, 40 and 43-44 are currently pending . 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 

6. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on July 28, 2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application lor patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 34, 37, 40 and 43-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tanaka (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0044295 Al). 
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With regard to claim 34, the claim is drawn to an image processing apparatus which 
comprises plural card slots in which plural kinds of detachable memory cards are respectively 
inserted (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 1A "Printer Device"), comprising: 

a reading unit configured to read out data from memory cards inserted in the card slots 
(see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 2, Card Interfaces 25-27; as well as para. [0044] -[0046] for further 
details); 

an access control unit configured to set a card slot as an accessible card slot which the 
reading unit can access and to set a card slot other than the accessible card slot as inaccessible 
(see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 2, 1-chip Microcomputer 28 and para. [0047] discloses that 1-chip 
microcomputer controls the operation of entire printer device; also Fig. IB, discloses "Memory 
Card Selection Unit 20"); 

a checking unit configured to check whether a memory card is inserted in each of the 
plural card slots, in order (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 2, 1-chip Microcomputer 28 and para. [0047] 
discloses that 1-chip microcomputer controls the operation of entire printer device; and Fig. 3, 
Steps S302 - S304; and in para. [0061] discloses that "... it is sequentially determined whether 
or not a memory card containing image data readable and displayable to each card slot has 
been inserted therein ..."); and 

a determining unit configured to determine which card slot has been set to have a priority 
relative to others of the plural card slots (see Tanaka , i.e. Fig. 2, 1-chip Microcomputer 28 and 
para. [0047] discloses that 1-chip microcomputer controls the operation of entire printer device; 
and para. [007] discloses that "... each card slot is assigned in advance a priority number, ... 
the card slot 1 (drive A), the card slot 2 (drive B), and the card slot 3 (drive C) are arranged in 
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order from the highest priority. The process of determining whether or not a memory card has 
been inserted in the process flow is performed in the priority order... "; also see Fig. 3-5 for 
further details), 

wherein, in a case where a first memory card is inserted in a first checked card slot which 
is first checked by the checking unit, the access control unit sets the first checked card slot in 
which the first memory card is inserted as the accessible card slot, if the determining unit 
determines that the first checked card slot has been set to have the priority (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 
4, Step S401, checking if Card A is being inserted, and if Yes, proceed to Step S402 for the 
process of read checking; and para. [0077] -[0078] assigning of a priority number and further 
details), 

and sets a second card slot in which a second memory card is inserted as the accessible 
card slot if the determining unit determines that the first checked card slot has not been set to 
have the priority and the checking unit finds that the second memory card is inserted in the 
second card slot (see Tanaka, i.e. in addition to illustration of Fig. 3 and 4; see Fig. 5, in Steps 
S501, S510 and S519 for checking whether memory selection key has been pressed or "set to 
have the priority" ; following by steps, i.e. in Steps S504, S513 and/or S522 for checking whether 
second memory or third memory is being inserted in the card slot), 

wherein the second card slot is a card slot other than the first checked card slot in which 
the first memory card is inserted (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 1A and para. [0043] discloses that the 
card slots to be three separate slots corresponding to Drives A, B and C respectively). 
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With regard to claim 37, the claim is drawn to a method of controlling an image 
processing apparatus which comprises plural card slots in which plural kinds of detachable 
memory cards are respectively inserted (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. I A "Printer Device"; and also Fig. 
3-5), comprising: 

reading out data from memory cards inserted in the card slots (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 2, 
Card Interfaces 25-27; as well as para. [0044] -[0046] for further details); 

setting a card slot as an accessible card slot which can be accessed to read data and 
setting a card slot other than the accessible card slot as inaccessible (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 2, 1- 
chip Microcomputer 28 and para. [0047] discloses that 1-chip microcomputer controls the 
operation of entire printer device; also Fig. IB, discloses "Memory Card Selection Unit 20"); 

checking whether a memory card is inserted in each of the plural card slots, in order (see 
Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 2, 1-chip Microcomputer 28 and para. [0047] discloses that 1-chip 
microcomputer controls the operation of entire printer device; and Fig. 3, Steps S302 - S304; 
and in para. [0061] discloses that "... it is sequentially determined whether or not a memory 
card containing image data readable and displayable to each card slot has been inserted therein 
..."); and 

determining which card slot has been set to have a priority relative to others of the plural 
card slots (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 2, I -chip Microcomputer 28 and para. [0047] discloses that 1- 
chip microcomputer controls the operation of entire printer device; and para. [007] discloses 
that "... each card slot is assigned in advance a priority number , ... the card slot I (drive A), the 
card slot 2 (drive B), and the card slot 3 (drive C) are arranged in order from the highest 
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priority. The process of determining whether or not a memory card has been inserted in the 
process flow is performed in the priority order... "; also see Fig. 3-5 for further details), 

wherein, in case where a first memory card is inserted in a first checked card slot which is 
first checked by the checking step, the first checked card slot in which the first memory card is 
inserted is set as the accessible card slot (see Tanaka. i.e. Fig. 4, Step S401, checking if Card A is 
being inserted, and if Yes, proceed to Step S402 for the process of read checking; and para. 
[0077]-[0078] assigning of a priority number and further details), 

if the determining step determines that the first checked card slot has been set to have the 
priority, and wherein a second card slot in which a second memory card is inserted is set as the 
accessible card slot if the determining step determines that the first checked card slot has not 
been set to have the priority and the checking step finds that the second memory card is inserted 
in the second card slot (see Tanaka. i.e. in addition to illustration of Fig. 3 and 4; see Fig. 5, in 
Steps S501, S510 and S519 for checking whether memory selection key has been pressed or "set 
to have the priority" ; following by steps, i.e. in Steps S504, S513 and/or S522 for checking 
whether second memory or third memory is being inserted in the card slot), 

wherein the second card slot is a card slot other than the first checked card slot in which 
the first memory card is inserted (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. I A and para. [0043] discloses that the 
card slots to be three separate slots corresponding to Drives A, B and C respectively). 

With regard to claim 40, the claim is drawn to a computer-readable storage medium 
storing a computer-executable program for controlling an image processing apparatus which 
comprises plural card slots in which plural kinds of detachable memory cards are respectively 
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inserted (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. I A "Printer Device" ; Fig. 3-5; and in para. [0047] discloses a 
control program stored in advance in D-RAM 30 ), said program comprising the steps of: 

reading out data from memory cards inserted in the card slots (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 2, 
Card Interfaces 25-27; as well as para. [0044] '-[0046] for further details); 

setting a card slot as an accessible card slot which can be accessed to read data and 
setting a card slot other than the accessible card slot as inaccessible (see Tanaka. i.e. Fig. 2, 1- 
chip Microcomputer 28 and para. [0047] discloses that 1-chip microcomputer controls the 
operation of entire printer device; also Fig. IB, discloses "Memory Card Selection Unit 20"); 

checking whether a memory card is inserted in each of the plural card slots, in order (see 
Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 2, 1-chip Microcomputer 28 and para. [0047] discloses that 1-chip 
microcomputer controls the operation of entire printer device; and Fig. 3, Steps S302 - S304; 
and in para. [0061] discloses that "... it is sequentially determined whether or not a memory 
card containing image data readable and displayable to each card slot has been inserted therein 
..."); and 

determining which card slot has been set to have a priority relative to others of the plural 
card slots (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 2, 1-chip Microcomputer 28 and para. [0047] discloses that 1- 
chip microcomputer controls the operation of entire printer device; and para. [007] discloses 
that "... each card slot is assigned in advance a priority number , ... the card slot I (drive A), the 
card slot 2 (drive B), and the card slot 3 (drive C) are arranged in order from the highest 
priority. The process of determining whether or not a memory card has been inserted in the 
process flow is performed in the priority order... "; also see Fig. 3-5 for further details), 
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wherein, in case where first memory is inserted in a first checked card slot which is first 
checked in the checking step, the first checked card slot in which the first memory card is 
inserted is set as the accessible card slot (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. 4, Step S401, checking if Card A is 
being inserted, and if Yes, proceed to Step S402 for the process of read checking; and para. 
[0077]-[0078] assigning of a priority number and further details), 

if the determining step determines that the first checked card slot has been set to have 
the priority, and wherein a second card slot in which a second memory card is inserted is set as 
the accessible card slot if the determining step determines that the first checked card slot has not 
been set to have the priority and the checking step finds that the second memory card is inserted 
in the second card slot (see Tanaka. i.e. in addition to illustration of Fig. 3 and 4; see Fig. 5, in 
Steps S501, S510 and S519 for checking whether memory selection key has been pressed or "set 
to have the priority" ; following by steps, i.e. in Steps S504, S513 and/or S522 for checking 
whether second memory or third memory is being inserted in the card slot), 

wherein the second card slot is a card slot other than the first checked card slot in which 
the first memory card is inserted (see Tanaka. i.e. Fig. I A and para. [0043] discloses that the 
card slots to be three separate slots corresponding to Drives A, B and C respectively). 

With regard to claim 43, the claim is drawn to an image processing apparatus according 
to Claim 34, further comprising a printer configured to print an image based on the data read out 
from the memory card read by the reading unit (see Tanaka. i.e. Fig. 2, Printing Mechanism Unit 
40 and para. [0056] -[0057]). 

With regard to claim 44, the claim is drawn to an image processing apparatus according 
to Claim 43, further comprising an operation panel configured to accept a user operation, 
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wherein the printer prints the image based on the data read out from the memory card by the 
reading unit when the operation panel accepts a user operation for printing of the data in the 
memory card (see Tanaka, i.e. Fig. IB, discloses an operation panel 5; also para. [0037] 
discloses that operation panel receives various instructions from a user). 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments field on June 29, 2009 (along with a request for continued 
examination filed on July 28, 2009) with respect to previously rejected claims 34, 37, 40 and 
newly-presented claims 43 and 44 have been considered but arc moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

A. Hattori (U.S. Patent No. 5,550,958) disclose a printer with extension memory capacity 
that provides instructions regarding memory installation. 

B. Jones et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,438,638 Bl) disclose a flash-memory-card reader reads 
and writes multiple types of flash-memory cards. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacky X. Zheng whose telephone number is (571) 270-1 122. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Alt. Friday Off. 
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12. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler L. Haskins can be reached on (571) 272-7406. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

1 3 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jacky X. Zheng/ 
Examiner, Art Unit: 2625 
August 10, 2009 



/Twyler L. Haskins/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



